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Rogue Valley Transportation District

From the Desk of Paige Townsend, Senior Planner
3200 Crater Lake Avenue ® Medford, Oregon 97504-9075

Phone (541) 608-2429 ® Fax {541) 773-2877

Visit our website at: www.rvtd.org

RE: Serving Proposed Urban Reserve Areas with Transit
Date: April 6, 2010

RVTD would like to submit the following comment for consideration in regards to the Regional
Problem Solving and the creation of Urban Reserve Areas. Our staff commends the effort for
our region to forecast future population growth and to plan accordingly. Although compatible
transportation planning for RPS is not complete, RVTD is confident that efficient multi-modal
connections will be a preferred option for meeting the mobility needs of these communities.

Planning for population increases is a service-driven activity including the type and level of
transportation services. ‘Nodal’ development has proven to be an efficient pattern based on
RPS modeling, and RVTD supports this method for URAs. A multi-modal network will be
important for maintaining air quality and minimizing congestion. Public transit is an integral
part of this network and in growing demand from the general public as our population ages and
the cost of using an automobile escalates.

As the community’s public transportation and paratransit provider, RVTD sees the URAs as both
an opportunity and a challenge. The opportunity lies in the level of densities that develops
along existing routes and future population areas. Multi-use, compact development is essential
for efficient and cost-effective transit. Accordingly, RVTD encourages each city to strategically
increase densities along existing corridors before developing outlying areas.

The challenge for RVTD will be to serve an ever-extending area of coverage without having cost
of service exceed available revenues. RVTD adopted a Long Range Plan in 2007 to prioritize
future transit services and this document will continue to be our primary guide as we move
forward. Our decisions on other service expansions will necessarily depend on whether the
contemplated URA densities are obtained as well as the expected benefits to the region.

Significant planning for transit needs to occur for the URAs that incorporate a multi-modal
network. The solution for transit in one area may not be the same in another, and the methods
for creating a transit-friendly community require significant time and expertise. RVTD requests
that cities commit to completing professional transit service planning as part of each URA’s
master plan and include this task as part of any contracted firm’s workscope.

As a public service provider, we want everyone to have access to, and an interest in using,
transit both today and in the future. As we move forward we will need effective partnerships
with the cities to help us achieve this goal. Jackson County Planning Commission
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